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Abstract 
 
The Japanese robotics industry stands out in both its scale and its diversity of 

innovations. No other country has put so much effort in research and development of 

humanoid robots. This phenomenon has been widely discussed in academic 

scholarship, and cultural, religious and socio-economic influences are widely cited as 

contributing factors to the shaping of robotics in Japan. This work is focused on a 

specific and relatively new product of this industry: the robot in human image, the 

android. The main feature that separates androids from humanoid robots is external 

appearance, a design aspect that has no operational function. This work attempt to 

offer a holistic theory for the existence of an entire field of study dedicated to creating 

robots that look just like humans. 


